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American National Standard 

Approval of an American National Standard requires review by ANSI that the requirements for due process, 
consensus, and other criteria for approval have been met by the standards developer. 

Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement 
has been reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement means much more than a 
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simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered, 
and that a concerted effort be made towards their resolution. 

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any respect preclude 
anyone, whether they have approved the standards or not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using 
products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the standards. 

The American National Standards Institute does not develop standards and will in no circumstances give an 
interpretation of any American National Standard. Moreover, no person shall have the right or authority to issue an 
interpretation of an American National Standard in the name of the American National Standards Institute. 
Requests for interpretations should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose name appears on the title 
page of this standard. 

CAUTION NOTICE: This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn at any time. The procedures 
of the American National Standards Institute require that action be taken periodically to reaffirm, revise, or 
withdraw this standard. Purchasers of American National Standards may receive current information on all 
standards by calling or writing the American National Standards Institute. 



A Word from ATIS Committee T1 

Established in February 1984, Committee T1 develops technical standards, reports and requirements regarding 
interoperability of telecommunications networks at interfaces with end-user systems, carriers, information and 
enhanced-service providers, and customer premises equipment (CPE). Committee T1 is sponsored by the 
Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions (ATIS) and is accredited by ANSI. 
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Copyright © Alliance for Telecommunications Industry Solutions, 2001 in connection with all copyrightable subject 
matter created by and in Committee T1 and contained herein or comprised hereof. All Rights Reserved. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form, in an electronic retrieval system or otherwise, without 
the prior written permission of the publisher. For information contact ATIS at 202.628-6380. ATIS is online at 
< http://www.atis.org >. 
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'Definition: switched network 
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switched network 



switched network: 1. A communications network, such as the public switched telephone network, in 
which any user may be connected to any other user through the use of message, circuit, or packet 
switching and control devices. 2. Any network providing switched communications service . 
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